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Mme. Storch was sent from
Washington to New York by
von Bernstorfl. In that seeret
interview, as already described
on these pages, the Ambassador
gave to the young spy $%25,000,

It has never been satisfactorily

proven just how this fund was

used by Mme. Storch, but all

indications point to her using it

ini cultivating the confidence of one company of
Sinn Fein sympathizers in New York and in
bribing others. '

Mme. Storch soon separated true Irish sympa-
thizers from those who sought only to make
capital out of their power to urge dissension.
Upon these she used different methods to bring
their aid to Germany’s plans. With them she
pleaded “‘the cause of Ireland."” Equipped as
she was with an inexhaustible fund of informa-
tion, gathered during her visits to the German
spy headquarters in Glasgow in the company of
the British officer, as heretofore related, she was
able to convinee Sinn Fein agents here that her
heart “‘bled for their country.”

When she said these things Mme, Storch put
her “‘bleeding heart’’ into her eves, She had
been well schooled in coquetry and the play of
emotions. More than one of those men who
were influenced to send encouragement to the
Sinn Fein from New York to Ireland and whose
words had important bearing upon ghe eatas-
trovhe that the revolt proved to be, were in-
spired by the charming young woman whoss
passionate pleadings they could not resist. Some
of them were even persuaded by her to go to Ire-
land themselves, to “help when the time came."’
They were shot, ar are now in prison.

That Mme. Storch played a part in the at-
tempts of her masters to cause trouble between
this country and Mexico is disclosed by her
friendships with various prominent Mexicans
who were semi-official representatives of the
sounthern republic in this eountry. Among
these was an elderly financier who had been
prominently connected with the Felix Dias
regime in Mexico. He fled to this country when
it became no longer safe for anti-Carranzistas
to remain within the reach of the Carranza
power. His family connections retained for
him however, a potent influence in the politieal
affairs of Mexico. an influence all the more

. weighty because of his large estates, safcly held

for him by relatives who remained in the good
graces of Carranza, and his huge money re-
sources.

Perhaps it was the Count de Beville, who sue-
eeeded in meeting manv important personages
throngh his unquestionable family standing, that
suggested to Mme. Nezie that this rich elderly
Mexican might be of some use to furthering
German propaganda in the Mexican interior—or
perhaps it was the Count de Cleremont, who also
knew many foreigners resident in New York.
At any rate the rich Mexican was presented to
the young Turkish woman.

Mme, Storch had never been to Mexico—'"but
she had heard marvellous tales of its beauty, the
romantic simplicity of its people, and she was
quite shocked to hear of the desolation that had
been spread by the various revolutions of late

Nofhiﬁg’ in Motion Pictures Nor in Fiction More
Surprising, More Dramatic Than the Real
Life Career of This Ypung Adventuress

Miss Kathleen Clifford, the American Stage
Star, Who Was Commissioned Honorary
Colonel of the British Army for Recruiting a
Canadian Regiment, and Whose Recognition
of Mme. Storch as the “Mme. Hesqueth” Who
Had Been Unmasked in London as 2 Spy Was
the First Warning This Country Had of the
Spy’s Presence Here.

A “T orner in the Famo

years, She had once met the exiled President,
the elder Diaz, in Madrid—or was it Paris?
Some place, some lime, she remembered, and
she remembered, too, how the stately, austere
old man appealed to her imagination. She
wished she could, in such small ways as were
open to her, a very young woman, help bring
prosperity and happiness to the dear Mexican
people.”

Perhaps we ean hear Mme. Nezie languorously
suggest she might, after all, do something—at
leAst point the way to a new era for unfortunate
Mexico. Perhaps if there were some one in
México—some statesman who had the interests
of the country at heart and who would not be
unwise, there might be a way for Mexico to
make herself a prominent factor 4n the world’s
affairs and reap great benefits for itself and its

people. Perhaps her exiles might rehabilitate
themselves in their own country by managing
this thing in New York—and Washington—and
thus reap great political favors from the despised
Carranza, And perhaps——

We can see this gallant Mexican exile display-
ing his. suddenly aroused interest and tRe caun-

tions Nezie playing with him craftily, luring.

him into her net as the spider draws the fly.
For it was just at this time the German Foreign
Office, at the instigation of Admiral von Tirpits,
coneeived the plan to sef, Mexieo against the
Xnited States, with the promise -of money with-
out measure, arms and munitions, and with a
slice of California and the whole of Texas as her
reward for the “‘easy’ victery which Germany
promised Mexico would enjoy.

It is evident, though, in the light of State De-
partment disclosures, that Carranza balked,
Nezie's aged gallant was cast aside when he
could serve Rer no more. When he, with others
whose friendship for her was later disclosed, was
sought, he had disappeared.

Many important plans, good and bad, often
are spoiled by aceidents which could not be fore-
seen. It was an accident, it iz generally be-
lieved, which first disclosed the presence in this
country of Mme. Nezie.

At the Shorecham Hoteél in Washington, where
Mme. Storch first appeared in the United States

as the “Countess de Be-
ville,”” there happened to
be staying at the time of
her arrival a diminutive
young woman who is wide-
Iy known in both this
country and England. This
was Miss Kathleen Clif-
ford, the famous star of
light opera, who for her
gervices in reerniting a
whole regiment of Cana-
dians was commissioned
en honorary colonel in the
British army by the Duke
of Connaught.

Miss Cliffard. who is
very popular with the Brit-
ish publie, went to Eng-
land to offer her services
there after she had raised
her Canadian regiment.
She was in London when
England was first aroused

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Where Mme.
Storch Liked to Intrigue with Her Coprederates and Her Victims Among Unsuspecting Men.

to its dangers from spies, and it is said she was
the first to suspect the German, Hans Lodi, who
was then posing as a British officer on leave, of
being a German spy. Her suspicions afterward
were justified by Lodi's exeocution as the head
of the German spy ring then in England.

Miss Clifford was in London, too, when Mme.
Storch, as Mme. Hesqueth, was at the height of
her popularity with unsuspecting army and
paval officers. Bhe was in the very midst of
war work in London then, and later learned
from army friends that the beaitiful and myste-
rious Mme. Hesqueth had been arrested for spy-
ing, as has been told on these pages.

At the Shoreham Hotel Misg Clifford and Mme,
Storch often passed each other in the spacious
hotel foyers. The stage favorite. was puzzled,
for a time, with her memory of having seen the

“*Countess’ before. Then she remembered her
as the Mme. Hesqueth who had been unmasked
s a spy in England.

Miss Clifford has many friends closs te the
War Office in London who have cause to remem-
ber her voluntary efforts in the cause of the
allies. To some of these she communicated her
discovery that *“‘Mme. Hesqueth' was in the
United States.

Soon after the Department of Justice agents
had learned that Mme. Storch, as the Baroness
de Beville, had been at the Hotel Shoreham, in
Washington, buj iad left without leaving a elue
to her destination, they picked up the trail again
in New York. They traced her to the Waldorf-
Astoria, where they fournd she had allowed her.
gelf frankly to be known by her eorrect name—
Mme, Storch. There they lost her again, for
a time.

When she was again loeated she oeccupied a
splendid suite at the Biltmore, which that
time had become a popular headquarters for the
thousands of army and navy officers eontinu-
ally passing through New York from their bu-
reaus or mobolization camps to join the expedi-
gun.ary forces. - Here she was known as Mme,

ezie,

Soon the Federal agents began to admit that
they were puzzled. They learned that the young
woman, whom they knew to be one of Germany's
most trusted spies, was received in many fash-
ionable homes, where there could be no question
of the loyaity of her hosts and hostesses. They
reported, too, that among her most intimate
friends were persons conneetéd with official life
at the nation’s capital. They were almost dis-
eouraged when their clues led them to the apart-
ment of the Count Robert de Cleremont, in West
Fifty-eighth street, New York, where, they
found, the beautiful Nezie was a frequent visitor
—often quite nnchaperoned.

The Count de Cleremont was one of the most
popular young French notables familiar in the
foreign eircles built up in New York sinee the
great city has become the Mecea of the many
military and diplomatic missions from the allied
eountries. He was prominent in many war char-
ities, and was much sought after by the patron-
esses of patriotic bazaars and other entertain-
ments given to swell the funds of the many treas-
uries devoted to the comfort and inspiration of
the soldiers of all the allied nations.

Whoever was questioned sbout the simcerity
of the Count de Cleremont’s patriotism, and his
standing, vouched for him without reserve. It
could not be possible, the Federal investigators
concluded, to distrust him. Nor did it seem
possible that he would receive so elosely into his
friendship, as the frequent visits of Mme. Nezie
seemed to imply, a person whose sympathies
were suspicious.

The Count de Beville, who was one of Mme.
Nezie's most frequent visitors at her hote). and
who, quite apparently, possessed her warm favor;
also seemed above reproach. It was very easy
to establish the fact that his family was of high
standing in France, and his aged father and
mother, then living in New York, had long mer-
ited the highest regard of their countrymen.

At the French Embassy at Washington the
Count de Beville was a' frequent visitor. He
numbered among his intimates Spanish, French
and Russian diplomats of great importance. His
social connections were of the very best, and he
gave his time and service as well as his pocket-
book liberally to any mumber of war charities,
He was an enthusiastic and very successful sales-
man of Liberty bonds and a persevering worker
in the interest of Red Cross affairs,

But the agents of the Department of Justice
do not always accept appearances for what they
seem, There was every reason to believe, for a
time, that the young woman they were watehing
was in some gvay the vietim of mistaken identity
or something of that pature. It did not sesm
that she could be & spy and be so well thoucht
of by the friends she had ynade—by the two
connts, for instance. They did not give up,
though., The first reward of their perseverance
was the discovery of Mme. Nix.

Mme. Nix also was a frequent visitor at the
apartments of the Count de Cleremont. She
was followed when the Federal agents began to
investioute the acquaintances of Mme. Storch’s
intimnates, and it was found she lived in consid-
erable state at the fashionable Netherlands
Hotel. Close surveillance revealed large remit-
tances of money goming regularly to/Mme. Nix.
It was not diffienit to learn that Mme. Storch
paid her hotel bills and indnlged in periodical
extravagances, such as the purchase of many new
gowns, eostly hats and silk stockings of the $20
per pair variety in dozen pair lots, almost imme-
diately after the receipt of hér remittances by
Mme. Nix.

After a while it was learned that Mme. Nim
had mysterious connections—pro-German sym-
pathizers; that she had come to this country
with none other than the Count de Clercmont;
that she had been in the background wherever
Mme. Storech had appeared in Europe, and,
finally. that she had been a frequent caller upon
Count von Bernstorff before his expulsion from
this country.

Next week on this page will be told the fasci-
nating story of how the young Mme, Storch was
trapped at last,

(To Be Continued Next Sunday)




